MEDBEd from the Beginning to November 2010
The first MEDBEd (Medicines, Explorations and Discoveries in Biotechnology Education) workshops I and II took place at Tulsa Community College, Southeast Campus in January, 2010.  High school science teachers from Tulsa East Central, Glenpool, Locust Grove, Muskogee, Oaks Mission, Okmulgee, Paden, Tulsa Rogers, Tulsa Webster, Wilson, and Yale received training in biotechnology labs.  Each participating school received free lab equipment for their respective school to carry out the Column Chromatography lab, the ELISA lab, and the Precut Lambda DNA lab.  The materials given to each school were valued at approximately $4,000.
MEDBEd workshops I and II were repeated in March, 2010.  High school science teachers from Beggs, Catoosa, Checotah, Chelsea, Copan, Tulsa Edison, Keys, Morris, Porter, Shidler, Tulsa Technology Center, and Tulsa Booker T. Washington attended these workshops.  Each school received free equipment and reagents for their high school.
In June, 2010, MEDBEd workshops I and II were presented to high school science teachers from Caney Valley, Chouteau, Collinsville, Tulsa East Central, Frontier, Ft. Gibson,  Tulsa Hale, Kiefer, Tulsa Memorial, Pryor, and Union Intermediate High.  Equipment and reagents were also given to these schools.

MEDBEd workshops III and IV took place in July, 2010.  These workshops offered additional free instruction and lab equipment to previous participants who demonstrated successful completion of the labs previously taught in workshops I and II.  High school science teachers from Beggs, Chelsea, Tulsa East Central, Muskogee, Porter, Union Intermediate High, Tulsa Booker T. Washington, and Yale received about $4,000 of equipment and reagents to carry out Protein Gel Electrophoresis and a Polymerase Chain Reaction lab.  Thermocyclers are to be loaned on a check-out basis.

Fall MEDBEd workshops I and II took place in October, 2010.  High school science teachers from Coweta, Drumright, Eufaula, Haskell, Hominy, Kellyville, Mounds, Okmulgee, Salina, Skiatook, and Shidler received training in biotechnology labs as well as free equipment and reagents for their schools.
As of November 2010, 42 high schools and 57 high school science teachers have received free training, free lab equipment, and free reagents for their schools.  The goal for the MEDBEd grant is to train 50 schools.   This goal will be accomplished with the completion of the February, 2011, MEDBEd workshops I and II.  MEDBEd workshops III and IV are again scheduled for summer, 2011.
During the spring semester of 2010, MEDBEd project specialists, Donna Kline and Donita Gray, traveled to 14 of the participating high schools to assist teachers in lab preparations and presentations.  During the fall semester of 2010, the project specialists have made 3 school visits and have plans to make several more before the semester ends.
